THE GREAT STATE

expressed Man's sense of the relation of his polity
and of his own soul to the Infinite power. Religion
also now lifted the old local tribal gods into their
niche in a system; into their footing in a hierarchy;
reflecting the shape of the hive in the spiritual dome
of a Pantheon for the gods. The River Polity thus
helped to spread the conception of one God For
instance, the unifying of the forty-two nomes, or
transverse river-provinces of the Nile, under the
cobra-headed Pharaonic crown, tended to draw
their various tribal animal cults into a theocracy of
one King-God who was supreme.

In Egypt, Neter; the supreme God, remote and
almighty, indifferent to man, deputed the manage-
ment of human affairs to a crowd of minor deities,
Sky, Heaven, Nile, Earth, Sun, and so on; and to a
myriad of Spirits. But, at least three thousand five
hundred years before Christ, out of this crowd of
animal and physical deities a unique company of
five gods and goddesses emerged, with the good
culture-hero and king, Osiris, at their head. What
is the peculiar distinction of this divine group? It
is precisely that they alone are human, incarnate, a
sort of holy family. Isis is the sister and devoted
wife of Osiris, coveted by Set, his evil brother, who
murders Osiris, and poisons his son, Horus, be-
gotten by Osiris after death. Osiris, risen again
victorious, becomes God of the Moon, of the Dead,
of Justice, Truth, Virility, and Immortality. Isis
shone as the perfect woman, ideal wife and mother,
a kind of Virgin Mary. This group, by far the

336